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Bamie Waddletan, & nesi
dnt of e SOMErsel Sec.
tion of Frankln, hat re-
Riresd after working far

A5 yoars ol Melropolitan
Window Fashions at
Falbiricland in NMorth
Plainfield.
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Somerset man retires after 45 years

By JEFF WEBER
FTAFY REITIN

In an age whan &0 many
penple change jobs every
two or three years, a per
son atlcking with a profes
sion for 10 yenrs is almost
surprizing

Hul how aboul 45 vears™
That's hew long Bernie
Waddleton, a resident of
the Samerset section al
Franklin, warked at Metro
polithn ‘'Window Fashlons
il Fabriclapd in Morth
Flainfisld before retiring
an Dee, &

Waddletlon 7B, Was
around  long enough to
work with the store’s origh

The real secret behind
his suceess wasn't
keen eyve, however. It was
in how he treated others,

“T treated my customers
just the way I'd want to be
treated,” he said, “so I've

nal ewner, Philip Heyman,
and two subsequend Bumily

ownery, inoluding Fhilip's

grandsan, current owner
Bruce Heyman

Philip dubbed Wad
dinton  “Mr. Terrific”
shortly uller Winldlvivn's
arrival at e Roals 72 fale
ric store — then known ns
Fabrie Land I 19 as o
veleran Arapery slesman
and fnatalisr. Waddlston
then 11 knew the ropes of
the budimess and quickly
brcame popular with wm
ployees  and  cluslamenrs
like

A smaple of the slore's
renddy-nuide curiain depart

in his

always (ried to make their
shopping trip an enjovable
experience.”

Although an energetic
78, Waddleton is looking
forward to retirement and
spending more time with
his family and the many

met, Waddlston was hon
ored Dec. 3 on Top Cus
tomer Sale Night with a
champagne toasl by more
than 100 af the store’s maost
laynl shoppers, Bruce Hoy-
man capped the nlght with
AN Approprigte send-off

Customers always
think Barmie owns the
sbore,” e sand. “They get
thi= idea because af his de
wiorl o, [rbeoudly sty and
talent for helping people.”

Waddleton returned the
favor with some words af
his own

've |'f'.1H:.-' loased iy _I-:lh
at Febricland It
ing and helping  people

with thelr decorating
peeds.”  sald  Waddlston,
who also was throwm a
pariy on Dee. & by 35 of the
sore's  employess, fmlly
members and friemds. “['ve
enjoyed Keeplng up with
the [atest trends in window
fashions . and  giving my
customers lols of ides.”

That wasn't casy to do,
coneidering how many
thimes [ashions have
chanpad. But Waddlston
puilled it off in eoch decade

even In the highly de
manding Hdds, when inte-
rlor decorating sivlas

Sew Retire, Fags B2

people who have made his
long, rewarding life spe-
cial.

“I've been blessed with
a wonderful life,” he said,
“and I'm grateful to have
met and helped so many
people.”




